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EDITORIAL
How the EED Proposal should be improved
The European Commission's proposal for a Directive on Energy Efficiency (EED) is currently
going through 1st reading in the European Parliament and the Council. These last two institutions
seem to be at odds on the proposal: the Parliament wants to strengthen the proposal whereas the
Council seems to believe that it is too ambitious and tries to water it down.
The key question for CEMBUREAU is what is in there for the European cement industry. Actually,
a lot is at stake, some of it to be welcomed, some to be feared, but always with a marked
tendency to overlap existing legislation.
First, energy efficiency in buildings. CEMBUREAU, echoing the position paper of the European
Construction Forum in which it is active, wishes to reiterate that action to renovate Europe's
building stock, to reduce energy use in both new and existing buildings and to improve the energy
efficiency of infrastructure is a desirable goal. Buildings represent 40% of the total energy
consumption in Europe and energy efficiency in buildings is the most effective way to reach the
EU's objective of 20% primary energy savings in 2020. CEMBUREAU supports the amendments
proposed by ITRE Rapporteur Claude Turmes (Greens/LU) to strengthen energy efficiency in
buildings on top of the EPBD (Energy Performance in Buildings Directive 2002/91/EC)
requirements but regrets that those amendments are confined to existing buildings. The
opportunity to tackle also new buildings should not be missed. The use of concrete in buildings
contributes to this objective as the thermal mass of concrete leads to thermal stability by avoiding
diurnal and seasonal temperature variations. Concrete thus saves energy while producing a
better indoor climate and environment for occupants and users.
The chapter on the proposal dealing with energy efficiency in energy intensive industries
raises some concerns.
Mandatory energy audits are proposed. They may disclose remaining efficiency potentials and
are a reasonable measure widely used in the cement industry. However, excessive bureaucratic
requirements will not make audits more effective. Therefore, qualified in-house experts should be
allowed to carry out the audits. This is already foreseen in recital 20 but should be explicitly
spelled out in Article 7 of the proposal.
It may also be queried whether installations covered by existing legislation which imposes to
strive toward more energy efficiency, directly or indirectly, such as the IED (Industrial Emissions
Directive 2010/75/EC) and the ETD (Emissions Trading Directive /87/EC of 13 October 2003 - OJ
L 275/32, 25.10.2003) which was revised in 2009 (2009/29/EC of 23 April 2009 - OJ L 140,
5.6.2009) should not be excluded from the scope of Article 7.
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Where the proposal goes wrong is when, in Article 10.8, it makes it an obligation for new and
refurbished industrial installations to capture all waste heat and export such heat to district
heating and cooling networks. The idea of encouraging the use of waste heat from industrial
processes is positive and should be supported, but the technical solution should not be imposed.
In some industries, like the cement industry, solutions other than connecting to district heating
and cooling networks would be more efficient and economically viable. As now written, Article
10.8 is too prescriptive and extends beyond any economic and technical rationale. It imposes a
general obligation on the basis of one particular type of situation and, if not amended, would
prevent many industries to make use in their own installations of the heat they generate albeit
such use is most efficient. An amendment is justifiably needed.
Rapporteur Claude Turmes certainly means well when, in amendment 85, he proposes that "the
Commission shall submit proposals to align Directive 2003/87/EC, Directive 2009/89/EC, Decision
406/2009/EC as well as Directive 2010/31/EC with this Directive". This amendment to Article 19
paragraph 5, however, goes beyond the valid goal of consistent legislation. It might conceivably
open the door for the possibility to set aside EUAs in order to put pressure upon industries
covered by the EU ETS through higher CO2 prices. This would not be acceptable. For the ETS to
play its role, it is of crucial importance that the regulator refrains from undue intervention with
market mechanisms in order to steer the price of allowances in one direction or another.
Incentives for emission reductions must, in principle, only spring from transparent and explicit
political agreements on the overall cap on emissions, and not from interference with the carbon
market. For 2020, the EU-ETS cap was set by the climate and energy package in 2008, and any
direct or indirect means of altering this target, either temporarily or permanently, other than
through a transparent legislative procedure, would reduce predictability for industry and imperil
the market's faith in the EU ETS.
Last but not least, the overall philosophy of the proposed Energy Efficiency Directive in re
targeting must be questioned. When setting targets, the proposal seems to confuse energy
efficiency and absolute energy savings. The focus is on energy savings rather than real energy
efficiency. These are, however, two different things. The proposal should be revised with energy
efficiency as the key goal and avoid seeking absolute energy savings at any cost.
The proposal aims to achieve the objectives set by the EU of achieving 20 % primary energy
savings in 2020 (Presidency Conclusions of the Brussels European Council of 8-9 March 2007).
The European Council (on 4 February 2011) and the European Parliament (Resolution on the
Revision of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan, adopted on 15 December 2010) have urged the
Commission to adopt a new ambitious strategy on energy efficiency. The Commission proposal,
however, goes beyond this goal when its sets an absolute annual savings target for Member
States of 1.5% per year (with no time and no volume limitations).CEMBUREAU proposes that the
EED energy efficiency target be converted into a relative target aligned with the 20/20/20 target.
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In addition, the target should be defined through a bottom up, sectoral approach based on an
in-depth analysis of existing measures such as IED and ETD rather than a top down approach.
On 24 October 2011, CEMBUREAU met with a delegation of governmental officials and
journalists from Korea in order to discuss the impact of the EUâ€™s Emission Trading
Scheme (ETS) on the European cement industry. In July 2011, the Korean Government
submitted a bill to Parliament which includes plans for the establishment of a cap and trade
emissions trading scheme as of 1 January 2015. During the discussion, CEMBUREAU took
the opportunity of highlighting a number of issues, including the fact that industry needs
regulatory certainty. In addition, the Association highlighted that the ETS fails to address the
issue of capacity rationalisation in the context of allocation rules for 2013-2020. When
capacity rationalisation takes place, the transfer of allowances between two installations
reducing total emissions, even within the existing capacity of the rationalised installation,
clearly contributes to achieve the CO2 reduction objective. CEMBUREAU believes that
Member States should therefore have the flexibility to consider capacity rationalisation when
determining the allocation of allowances, provided that the environmental benefit can be
demonstrated.
On the issue of over-allocation of allowances, CEMBUREAU indicated that over-allocation
in the cement industry is the result of the impact of the economic recession, with production
falling within the context of a cap &amp; trade system based on ex ante allocation with no
ex post control. The Association indicated that it is on record for having drawn the attention
of the European Commission, in writing, of this potential problem during the very early days
of the first Emissions Trading Directive. CEMBUREAU always insisted that ex-post control
was the only way to avoid over-allocation as well as under-allocation and that this was
allowed by the original, as well as the revised, Emission Trading Directive, a point that was
confirmed later on by the European Court of Justice (Case T-374/04).
In relation to the ongoing discussions at EU level on the â€œsetting asideâ€• of allowances
in the EU ETS, CEMBUREAU stressed that it is not in favour of this proposal as it would
mean tampering with the market, creating uncertainty for business. The Association also
stressed the huge impact which the ETS has had on power prices, and thus additional costs
to EU industry in terms of higher electricity prices.

ENVIRONMENT
IED: BAT conclusions application dates
The European Commission (Directorate General for Environment) has confirmed its position in
relation to new and existing installations under the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED). According
to the note sent by the Commission to the Member States:
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» For new installations, the provisions of the IED will apply from 7 January 2013.
» For existing installations, the provisions listed in Article 80(1) of the IED will apply from 7
January 2014.
» For both new and existing installations, as long as the application of Best Available
Techniques (BAT) conclusions adopted in accordance with the new regime cannot be ensured,
the conclusions on BAT from any BAT Reference Documents (BREFs) adopted under the former
Industrial Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive shall apply as BAT conclusions with
the exception of their application to setting Emission Limit Values (ELVs) [Article 15 (3)] and
derogations [Article 15 (4)].
Based on the above, CEMBUREAU believes that ELVs and derogations will not be derived from
conclusions on BAT from the Cement BREF until it has been revised under the IED.
Nevertheless, cement installations are not exempt from complying with the application of BAT
conclusions from the Cement BREF other than under Article 15(3) and (4) by early 2014.

ENVIRONMENT
Basel COP10 adopts co-processing and cement kilns technical guidelines
During the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, held in
Cartagena, Colombia, from 17 until 21 October 2011, the Parties adopted the draft technical
guidelines on the environmentally sound co-processing of hazardous wastes in cement kilns.
During the meeting, Chile highlighted the fact that the cement guidelines constitute a good
example of a public-private partnership, citing the involvement of the cement industry, NGOs, and
a number of governments. In relation to the tyres guidelines, delegates inserted reference to the
guidelines on co-processing and cement kilns under the section on co-processing.
More information: COP10 - Summary of the meeting

ENVIRONMENT
US delays EPA rules on reduction of mercury emissions and other pollutants
On 6 October, the US House of Representatives voted in favour of delaying three Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) rules requiring that cement plants reduce their emissions of mercury
and other pollutants. The three recently proposed environmental rules covered the National
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) rule for the Portland cement
industry, the commercial and industrial solid waste incinerator rule and associated definition of
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"solid waste," and the new source performance standards rule.
Brian McCarthy, president and CEO of the Portland Cement Association (PCA) stated that
"Passage of this legislation allows the industry to continue its dialogue with EPA with the goal of
crafting rational and feasible emission standards".
More information: PCA Press Release

ENVIRONMENT
Commission approves new CSR strategy
On 25 October 2011, the European Commission presented its Communication on Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR), as part of a package of measures to support entrepreneurship and
responsible business. The strategy includes the aim of improving company disclosure of social
and environmental information, including climate-related information. The Commission also plans
to present proposed legislation on the transparency of the social and environmental information
provided by companies. In addition, the Commission is developing a policy with the aim of
encouraging companies "to measure and benchmark their environmental performance using a
common lifecycle based methodology that could also be used for disclosure purposes".
More information: Commission Press Release - CSR Communication

HEALTH AND SAFETY
REACH: proposal to identify lead primary explosives as SVHC
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has launched a consultation on proposals to add the
following three lead primary explosives to the candidate list (identification as substance of very
high concern - SVHC):
» Lead dipicrate
» Lead styphanate
» Lead diazide
Identification as a SVHC is based solely on the hazard properties of the substance in question
and is the first step in the authorisation process. In a second step, these substances might be
prioritised for authorisation and placed under Annex XIV (the "Authorisation List").
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Work on this issue is being undertaken by UEPG, the European Aggregates Association.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
REACH: proposed review of 91 substances under draft CoRAP
On 21 October 2011 the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) submitted its first draft Community
rolling action plan (CoRAP) to the Member State Competent Authorities and the ECHA Member
State Committee. The CoRAP specifies the substances that are to be evaluated under REACH
over a period of three years. After the first year, the plan will be updated to include substances for
the additional year as well as any revision to the substances that were included in the second and
third year of the original plan.
ECHA and the Member States selected substances for the CoRAP using risk-based criteria which
cover hazard information, exposure information and tonnage of substances. For example, a
hazardous substance with controlled exposure can be of less priority than a less hazardous
substance of major exposure. In the first draft plan, ECHA proposes the review of 91 substances,
including silicon dioxide (for 2012) and titanium dioxide (for 2014). The Member State Committee
will prepare an opinion on the draft plan in February 2012, with ECHA hoping to adopt the final
CoRAP on the basis of this opinion by the end of February.

More information:CoRAP - CoRAP list

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Revision of the EWC and WFD annex with hazardous waste criteria
Annex III of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD) contains the criteria to classify waste as
hazardous. This annex is currently being revised to bring it in line with the new classification
system for chemicals from the CLP Regulation. At the same time, the European List of Waste,
which refers to these criteria, is also updated.
CEMBUREAU is concerned by the proposals for methods to determine if waste is an irritant or
not. Applying one of the listed methods based on the pH without the necessary qualification and
nuance, could have, as a consequence, that certain types of waste concrete from construction
and demolition waste could be considered as hazardous instead of as inert waste.
CEMBUREAU is currently looking into the issue.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY
Proposed Directive on protection from radiations
The European Commission has presented its proposal for a Directive laying down basic safety
standards (BSS) for protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising radiations
(COM(2011) 593 final). The Euratom Directive (BSS) addresses gamma radiation from building
materials and indoor exposure to radon. For the purpose of the BSS Directive, building material
means a construction product which is produced for incorporation in a permanent manner in a
building. Radiations from naturally occurring radioactive materials has a local character. It is thus
appropriate that the European Commission proposal for the BSS Directive leaves it to the
relevant competent authorities to assess their list of building materials of concern from a
radiations protection perspective and include provisions for radiations from those materials in their
national action plans.
Provisions for radiations from building materials are thus expected to vary amongst Member
States in order to reflect the country individual character.
More information:European Commission - Proposal

HEALTH AND SAFETY
CEMBUREAU attends SWPEI meeting
On 11 October 2011 CEMBUREAU took part in the Standing Working Party for the Mining and
Other Extractive Industries (SWPEI) meeting held in Luxembourg. The SWPEI falls under the
EU's Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work.
A number of issues were discussed during the meeting including:
» The NEPSI Social Dialogue "Agreement on Workers' Health Protection Through the Good
Handling and Use of Crystalline Silica and Products Containing it",
» Mine Safety Training Standards,
» Miners Training Directives,
» The EU-China cooperation programme in the field of coal mine safety,
» and Accidents in the EU.
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RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
Lifting of the waste status must be subject to strict conditions
In October 2011, CEMBUREAU has issued a position paper on the issue of lifting of the waste
status. In this respect, the revised Waste Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC) has
opened up the possibility to lift, through comitology, the waste status for certain waste streams.
CEMBUREAU recognises that lifting the waste status could help some specific material recovery
operations and may be justified for a limited selection of waste streams but insists that this is to
be achieved only under strict conditions. The Association stresses that it should not become an
easy way to by-pass waste legislation and should not lead to a leakage of ex-waste materials,
circulating freely as products, out of the EU and as such subject to less demanding requirements.
More information:CEMBUREAU Position Paper
The European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety is
currently working on the draft consultative report on A Roadmap for moving to a competitive
low carbon economy in 2050 by Rapporteur Chris Davies (Alliance of Liberal Democrats in
Europe, UK).
In CEMBUREAUâ€™s view the Roadmap should not interfere with targets until 2020 and
must refrain from suggesting, directly or indirectly, unilateral changes to the agreed 2020
emissions target. In case of a global climate deal, triggering an increase in the EUâ€™s
reduction target to -30%, there would need to be an open, transparent discussion in full
consultation with industry, and decisions should be taken via the â€œordinary legislative
procedureâ€•.
In addition, and for the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) to play its role, it is of crucial
importance that the regulator refrains from undue intervention in the market mechanisms to
steer the allowancesâ€™ price in one direction or another. Incentives for emission
reductions must, in principle, only spring from transparent and explicit political agreements
on the overall cap on emissions, and not from active interference with the carbon market.
For 2020, this cap was set by the climate and energy package in 2008, and any direct or
indirect means of altering this target, either temporarily or permanently, other than through a
transparent ordinary legislative procedure, would reduce predictability for industry and the
marketâ€™s faith in the EU ETS.
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RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
EESC highlights cement as good example
On 26 October 2011, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted its own
initiative opinion on â€˜The processing and exploitation, for economic and environmental
purposes, of industrial and mining waste deposits in the European Union'. The document
underlines the positive use of industrial and mining waste as alternative fuels indicating that by
avoiding disposal, it has both economic and environmental positive consequences. The opinion
calls for:
» Modifying the legal status of the by-product as a co-product with the same properties as the
primary product.
» Explicitly permitting the processing of by-products with specific treatment performed in the
primary facility or in dedicated systems designed to give the co-product the characteristics
required for use.
» Promoting the marketing of the co-product by means of facilitating transport and utilisation.
» Tax incentives for consumers who use the co-products.
It also highlights the use of blast furnace slag in cement production as a good example.

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
Commission highlights positive achievements in cement industry
On 7 October 2011, the European Commission (Directorate General for Enterprise & Industry)
highlighted the achievements of the European cement in an article published in its online
magazine, entitled Sustainable industry: delivering resource-efficient growth and jobs. The article
draws attention to how the cement industry is working towards more sustainable methods of
production, and highlights the use of waste as an alternative fuel and raw material. It also notes
that the fuel substitution rate in the European cement industry is much higher than in other parts
of the world.
More information: Enterprise &amp; Industry Online Magazine
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RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
7th Environment Action Plan: sustainable materials management
On 10 October 2011 the Environment Council called upon the European Commission to produce
a proposal for the 7th Community Environment Action Plan (7th EAP) which addresses the
challenges and objectives related to improving environmental policy instruments. In particular, the
Council invites both the Commission and the Member States to move towards an integrated
policy approach "directed towards the full life-cycle of materials (including extraction or
harvesting, design, production, distribution, consumption, re-use and recycling, and final
treatment), whereby the requirements of energy efficiency and of materials efficiency are
reconciled", rather that fragmented policies which focus on one aspect of the materials chain.
More information: Council conclusions

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY
Council does not oppose WFD recycling and recovery targets calculation and application
The Council has decided not to oppose to the European Commission's draft Decision on the
application and calculation methods concerning the recycling and recovery targets under the
Waste Framework Directive. Unless the European Parliament opposes the decision, the
Commission may adopt it. According to the Decision, Member States shall verify compliance with
the targets set in Art 11(2) of the Waste Framework Directive 2008/98 by calculating the weight of
the waste streams which are generated and the waste streams which are prepared for re-use,
recycled or have undergone other material recovery in one calendar year. For construction and
demolition (C&D) waste, the calculation method is proposed as follows:

Recovery rate of C&D waste, in % =
Materially recovered amount of C&D waste
__________________________________
the total amount of generated C&D waste
The European Concrete Platform has been invited to join the stakeholder's panel of a new
project, "Innovative strategies for high-grade material recovery from construction and demolition
waste" (IRCOW), which aims to develop technological solutions for efficient material recovery
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from construction and demolition waste (C&DW) by considering a life cycle perspective. IRCOW
has, therefore, invited stakeholders from industry, national and regional authorities and
universities to share expertise through a series of workshops, the first of which will be held in
January 2012 in PoznaÅ„, Poland.
More information: European Commission document (D010816/03)

CONSTRUCTION
Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative launched
On 19 October 2011, the European Commission launched "The Connecting Europe package"
which will fund €50 billion worth of investments to improve Europe's transport, energy and digital
networks. The "Connecting Europe Facility" will finance projects which fill the missing links in
Europe's energy, transport and digital backbone. The financing of the latter initiative will be
assisted through the Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative which will be one of a number of
risk-sharing instruments to attract private finance in projects.
The Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative will be managed by the European Investment Bank and
will focus on 5-10 projects (in the fields of transport, energy and broadband) that are at a
relatively developed stage of the bidding and financing process. This initiative is expected to
mobilise investments of up to €4.6 billion.
More information:
The pilot phase of the Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative - Commission Press Release

CONSTRUCTION
Commission Communication on reinforcing competitiveness in Industrial policy
On 14 October 2011, the European Commission issued its Communication on "Industrial policy:
Reinforcing competitiveness", together with the "European Competitiveness Report 2011" and the
report on "Member States competitiveness performance and policies 2011". In this respect, the
Commission recognises that "European industry is of critical importance for the EU as a global
economic leader". Nevertheless, it insists that "a transition towards a sustainable, resource
efficient and low carbon economy is paramount for maintaining the long-term competitiveness of
European industries." Under the Communication, the Commission has identified six areas as
particularly important to make significant progress towards the Europe 2020 goals, namely:
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» Structural changes in the economy;
» The innovativeness of industries;
» Sustainability and resource efficiency;
» Business environment (reduction of administrative burden and regulation);
» The Single Market;
» Small and medium-sized enterprises.
The Communication also notes that accessibility and affordability of non-energy raw materials are
crucial for the competitiveness of industry in the EU, whilst at the same time recognising that
industry is improving its raw material efficiency by using recycled and innovative substitute
materials. In addition, it notes that in order to improve the EU's competitiveness, energy and raw
material efficiency should be improved, a fair and undistorted pricing of energy should be
ensured, and administrative burden should be reduced.
More information: Commission Press Release

OTHER NEWS
5th Concrete Design Competition
The 5th edition of the Concrete Design Competition was launched in the Netherlands. This
initiative is a biennial ideas and design competition for students in architecture, engineering,
design and affiliated disciplines. The focus of this edition is â€˜Energy'.
More information: 5th Concrete Design Competition

OTHER NEWS
Beton A Architektura
Beton A Architektura is an internal architectural competition for students of the Faculty of
Architecture of the Brno University of Technology in the Czech Republic. Winners of the 2011
edition include the designing of an extension to the Brno town hall and a chapel.
More information: Brochure (in Czech - see English summary on page 38)
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS
ALDE seminar on Responsible mining in the EU, Brussels 10 November 2011
Focus: Responsible mining in the EU: best practices to overcome the raw materials crisis
Organisers: The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
More information

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS
3rd High-Level Conference on Industrial Competitiveness, Brussels 24 November 2011
Focus: Delivering an Integrated Industrial Policy for the Globalisation Era
Organisers: European Commission
More information
On 20 October 2011, the European Commission adopted two proposals in relation to insider
dealing and market manipulation in the EUâ€™s Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) context,
namely:
Proposal for a Regulation on insider dealing and market manipulationProposal for a
Directive on Criminal Sanctions for Insider Dealing and Market ManipulationUnder the
proposed Regulation, emission allowances will be reclassified as financial instruments, and
will thus also fall under the scope of the market abuse framework. Regarding obligations to
disclose inside information, responsibility for this will be placed with the participants in the
emission allowance market, as they will hold the relevant information suitable for ad-hoc or
periodic disclosure.
The proposed Directive establishes minimum rules for criminal sanctions insider dealing
and market manipulation. Nevertheless, in order for this Directive to be in line with the
above regulation, â€œactivities concerning emission allowances in pursuit of the Union's
climate policy, should be exempt from this Directiveâ€•.
More information:European Commission proposals and related information
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS
Exposure Scenarios Exchange Network, Brussels 24-25 November 2011
Focus: First Meeting of the Exposure Scenarios Exchange Network
Organisers: European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
More information

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS
How to do more with less? Standards for a 'resource efficient' Europe, Brussels 13
December 2011
Focus: The role of standardisation in support of the recent EU Roadmap to a Resource Efficient
Europe
Organisers: European Standards Organisations CEN and CENELEC
More information
Climate Strategies has recently published two papers regarding the relationship between
carbon pricing and carbon leakage, namely:
Leakage - Carbon pricing and its future role for energy-intensive industries (Climate
Strategies draft paper)
Investment, Carbon Pricing and Leakage â€“ A cement sector perspective
Whilst CEMBUREAU welcomes these two papers, the Association has drawn Climate
Strategies attention to the following points:
The calculations are mainly based on an opportunity cost model but the author recognises
that, in reality, an average cost model should rather be applied. CEMBUREAU believes that
indeed the allowances allocation logic - yearly ex ante allocation and ex post submission
based on yearly emission â€“ would be better reflected through an average cost model.In
relation to the chapter on a Border Adjustment Mechanism (BAM), one has to bear in mind
that the theory assumes that monitoring and reporting in non-EU countries would be as
reliable as within the EU. This assumption is crucial but very doubtful. It must also be borne
in mind that the EUâ€™s Emission Trading Scheme refers only to the inclusion of
importers.Referring to the â€œCarbon pricing and its future role paperâ€•, under item 3.2.3
(2nd paragraph), CEMBUREAU would welcome more emphasis on the fact that the higher
efficiency level in European plants implies that any further improvement within the EU will
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be much more expensive compared to the other references mentioned.
According to a report published by the European Environment Agency (EEA) on 7 October
2011, the European Union is on track to achieve its Kyoto Protocol target for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. This is in spite of a 2.4% increase in emissions in 2010. The
report, entitled â€œApproximated EU GHG inventory: early estimates for 2010â€•, states
that overall, since 1990, the EU has reduced its emissions by 15.5%.
In relation to cement, nevertheless, it notes that emissions increased in the cement industry
during the period 2009-2010. However, the EEA data included in the report are different to
the data extracted by CEMBUREAU from the EU's Community Independent Transaction
Log (CITL). The EEA report points to an increase in absolute CO2 emissions in 2010
compared to 2009. However, the CITL absolute CO2 emissions data shows an 8%
reduction in the cement sectorâ€™s emissions in 2010 over 2009 which confirm the
negative impact of the global economic crisis on the EU cement sectorâ€™s production in
2010.
Moreover, WBCSD CSI Getting the Numbers Right (GNR) data, available up to 2009, point
to a continuous decrease in the EU cement industryâ€™s specific CO2 emissions (see
graph below).
CSI - Getting the Numbers RightRegion: EU27
This report comes at a time when there is growing doubt as to whether there will be a
successor to the Kyoto Protocol. Brazil has recently announced that it would not join a new
Protocol.
More information: GNR data&nbsp;- EEA Report
The Council has decided not to oppose the adoption of the following European
Commission's legislative acts:
Draft Commission Regulation establishing a EU registry for the trading period commencing
on 1 January 2013, and subsequent trading periods, of the EU emissions trading
schemeDraft Commission Regulation determining the volume of greenhouse gas emission
allowances to be auctioned prior to 2013Unless the European Parliament objects to these
draft regulations before 27 October, they can be adopted by the Commission.
More information: European Commission document (D010816/03)
On 4 October 2011, the GHG Protocol launched the following new greenhouse gas (GHG)
accounting standards:
The Greenhouse Gas Protocol Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting
Standard and,The GHG Protocol Product Life Cycle Accounting and Reporting
StandardThe aim of the first standard is to produced a step-by-step standardised approach
to assist companies in understanding their â€˜full value chain emissionsâ€™ impact. This
will enable them to focus their efforts in the areas which offer the greatest opportunity for
emission reductions. The second standard provides requirements and guidance for both
companies and organisations to quantify and publicly report an inventory of GHG emissions
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and removals associated with a specific product, with the aim of encouraging companies
â€˜to make informed choices to reduce GHG emissions from the products (goods or
services) they design, manufacture, sell, purchase, or useâ€™.
CEMBUREAU was actively involved in the drafting process but regrets that not all of its
comments have been included in the final draft. These include the following:
Under the Product Standard, the Association requested that the specific construction
standards under development be taken into account under the Requirements for General
Allocation (point 9.2).CEMBUREAU also asked that mention be made of the fact that
allocation should respect the main purpose of the process studied (Page 70).Under
â€œChoosing between physical and economic allocationâ€•, CEMBUREAU requested that
a statement indicating that the physical relationship should not be preferred when it does
not adequately reflect the relative emissions contributions be included.More information:
GHG Protocol press release- Scope 3 Standard&nbsp;- Product Life Cycle Standard
On 6 October 2011, CEMBUREAU attend a workshop organised by the International
Energy Agency (IEA) in Paris. A number of industry sectors were represented during the
workshop including cement, steel, paper, aluminium and chemicals. One of the topics
covered is the upcoming Energy Technology Perspectives 2012 (ETP). In this respect, the
ETPâ€™s industry chapter, which is sector specific, includes low and high demand
scenarios, and will focus on 2000-2010. Its main assumptions include the following:
Europeâ€™s GDP will increase by 0.7% between 2030 and 2050There will be a significant
decrease in the population of OECD countriesWith regard to emission reductions, under the
low-demand scenario cement manufacturing emissions will fall by 39% by 2050 and by 44%
under the high-demand scenario.Cement production is expected to increase by 50% by
2050Production will peak in China in 2015 and then fall backProduction is expected to peak
in India after 2050The cement industry is the sector where the greatest difference is
registered in terms of energy consumption (thanks to alternative fuels).Sector specific
breakout sessions were also organised. During the cement sector breakout session a
number of points were discussed, including the potential role which could be played by the
IEA in terms of informing governments of the need to provide funding for research for both
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and new products.

ENERGY
Parliament issues draft opinion on taxation of energy products
Rapporteur BÃ©la KovÃ¡cs (Non-attached Members, Hungary), from the Committee on Industry,
Research and Energy (ITRE) in the European Parliament has issued his draft opinion on the
Proposal for a Directive on the taxation of energy products and electricity. The draft opinion raises
concerns about the reduction of the autonomy of Member States' energy tax regimes, and states
that Member States should maintain control over the level of future EU minimum tax rates (with
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no automatic indexation of minimum rates). The draft opinion also notes that the revised Directive
should allow for flexible solutions adapted to the Member States' individual economies.
With regards to industry, the document highlights the fact that the proposal lacks a real industrial
policy, and that impacts on industry should be carefully addressed, taking into account the EU's
competitiveness.
It has to be borne in mind that, in taxation matters, the Parliament's opinion is purely advisory.
More information: April 2011 Eurobrief editorial
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